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.SEVENTEENTH GUAM LEGISLATURE
1984 (SECOND) Regular Session

.:
CERf IFICATION OF PASSAGE oF AN-AC-T-TO TL{E G9VERNOR " :i
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This is to certify that Bill No. 589, "AN ACT TO IMPOSE DAMACES AND'"
ATTORNEYS' FEES FOR FAILURE TO MAKE GOOD A BOUNCED CHECK ,I'
was on the lSth day of July 1984. duly and regularly passed.

Attestcd:

- - - +._- - -

This Act was received. by tlie Gbvernor this .?J d day of .luly 
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' " -1984, at tioG o'clock P_.n.

APPROVED:
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SEVEI.ITEENTH GLIAIII LEGISLATURE
1984 (SECOND) Regutar Session

Bill No. 589

Introdueed by:

BE IT ENACTED

Sectlon 1. New

Code of Guao to read:

J. H. Underwood',' ,

C. T. C. Gutierrez
E. P. Arriola

J. P. Aguon
A. C. Lamorena IU
J. F. Quan
T. S. Nelson
J. F. Ada
E. R. Duenae
F. J. Gutierrez
M. K. Hartrock
M. D. A. MgnibuSan
F. J. Quitugue
F. R. Santos
T. V. C. Tsna]s
A. R. Unpingco
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AN ACT TO IT'IPOSE DAMAGES AND ATTORNEYS? EEES
FOB FAILURE TO MAKE GOOD A BOSNCED CIIECK.
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BY TIIE PEOPLE OF TRE TERBITORT gF GUAM:$ '

Sections 3443 and 34411 are hereby added to the Ctvil "

it;n$3443., Any percort who rnalces, uttere, draws or''@srg ai4y41,

check, or draft, or ofdet upon any bank of depositotT,, of usdb 6l to
any person, or firn, or eorporation, for th€ psyEcflt of moncy,

payment of ,rhich instmment is refused or dishonored 'for laek of
funds or eredit to pey, or beeause the maker has no sceourt wlth the

drsryee under the aceogDt number specfffed, in tlre ehedt ' dnft 'or
order and who fails to pay to the payee or: payecte tnurrfcrce the'

amount thereof together with sueh charges as may be tarnfialty inPosed

on aecount thereof, in cash or other medium satisfactory to the Payee'

or tre.nsferee, within thirty (30) da-vs following a wCtten demand

therefor delivered personally to the maker, or mciled to tbelulekel by'

eertified mail to the address shown on the check, Claft''or- 6rGer o!

:.::,'':.:'..'..."''.j.'l'],."';-;;;j']
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such other address of the maker as may be aetually known by the

payeeortrensferee,shetlbeIiabtetothep8yeeortransfereefor.thej
emount owing upon such eheck, draft or order, plus int€rs! or otlicr .'a'1, +

damagese1aimedo!,attheeleetionofthep8yGeor.iran'sree,
damages of treble the faee amount of the eheck, but fn no 'ciis less :'

than $50.00 nor more than $?50.00 in r^espect of any slEh"',FlstrufiGnt_."", '.

It is a condiiion of the award of treble damages herein provided, that " ''

the said notice shall eontain a statement substantlally ,88 lfo8ow'$, in :it)

capital, bold or other contrasting type, or ln any other manher'livhieh ' :

the eourt reasonably determines as eonspicuous: , ur.

IYOUR FAIJ"URE TO PAY THE CHECK ' : 'I:.,

AIIIOUNT ?OGETHSR WITH ANY LAWFUL

CHARGE WITHIN 30 DAYS FOLLOWING - ;'

DELIVERY OR TUAILING OF TITIS NOTICE ],

MAY RESULT IN A COURT JI'D'GMENT

AGAINST YOU FOB TITREE TI!.tES THE

Ar\rouNT oF THE CHECK. (CIVIL CODE ., ..' :

$34{3. ) '
A cause of, aetion under this seetion mey be bnorrgbt tlt Sbdl GletUs

Cogfi if it does hot exeeed the lurisdiction of that csurt' ,on b, ay
other appropriate eourt. The right to treble dauages ptuvlded hsfrdn

shall not aeclue, cnd no aedor ghall be brougbt thcnrfone, unttl efter

the aforesaid 30dey ndiee period. -

SSd4{. In any action brought by the Paryee, or tbc pcyec's

transferee, after the notiee period hercinbelow provided, to'G€lltrt,'8EY ''
sum owing by any person who nal<es, utters, dlaws or dcsv.ett uly
check, ot draft, ot order to or. upon any bank or d tory; otr . '::

person, or frrnf or corporatlon, for the psyulent of mon€yr,pe5nnrftt of I
nNeh instrument is refused or dishonorcd f,or laek of firnds or ctedlt i

to p8y, or beeause tbe maker has no secount wtth the dren* under l
the aceount numbe: speeified in the instnrment, after fdlrfe to psy

the amount thereof iogethet with such eharges es uray be .lawfuily i

:lFCS9dthereupon,ineashorotherme<iiumsafisfactot1'tothe'psy€e
or tiansferee, n'ithin thirty (30) days following a wrltten dcmanC ':
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therefor delivered to the .ma]<er personally ot mailed ts fhe, ru*ci . by'' ' 'r'!t

eertifredmaittotheadd,ressshownontheeheck,draft'or'ordcro'.'
sueh other address of the maker as may be actually lnswn by th4"''"'
payee or transferee, and regardless whether the pryee.hes elcctgd th;" :'i

treble damages provided by 53443 of the Civtl Code, the payee or the

payeets transferee shall be entitled to reasonable ettortreyst r'{hcs'' es ,;
awarded by the coult, but not less than $25.00 not Eore thagr 3250.00' ' -;

in respect of each such eheek, draft or order. gaiil notiec slrall'',...1k

contain a statement substantially as follows, in a consptcuoua 'lagnn?tr ':'';' 
;

!IIF YOU EAVE NOT PAID THIS CHEC& AND . .i
ALLOIVABLE. CHARGES WITHIN 30 DAYS OF

DELIVERY OR MAITING OF THIS NOTICE, :ii

AND SUIT IS BROUGHT TO COTLECT' THE " ' " . '. '

AI\IOUNTS OWINS UNDER TITE CITECK, TIIE 
.':'.:i

COURT MUST AWARD ATTORNEYS' EEES AS . .

PROVIDED IN CIVIL CODE $3444.I

Attorne-vs, fees shall be allowed to any plaintiff enplorying or reteinlng

an attorney in the actton,- however the ltrsitatisn on attemfyet f€Gs J

shall not apply to any post ludgment representatlon. ,$hc'bufi Sr
t

in its diseretion, awerd the plain$ff addtional attsrneys' tcdr in'such
anrount as it deems approprlate for leplesenta$on b sry pGt ,udgffiit
colleetion matter.s 

,, ,.,,,:

Seetion 2. Seetion 4 of Publlc Law 1?-24 as rcpealed end rccnrctcd by ': ',
Section 44 of Public Law L7-26 end furtlrer amended by $oetior 4 of PubHe:

Larv 1?-50 ts fiffiher arnended to read:
nS{. No . from duties and taxes covcred .,lnto 16" ' 

"::1
Treasury of Guam pursuant to Section 30 of the Otgenlc Aet of Guan,

€b amended, shall be used to pay debts or obllgutione tnculteG,pdot
to September 30, 1983, except aB hereinaf,ter provldcd. Scd&a 30t ,,,,

funds ma]' be used for the. purposes authorized by Scctioa,, ? of
atred Tbsusand

Dolla$ ($1,500,000) is appropriated froo the Gcnertl'Fwrd.for the .

pur?ose of authortzfiig the payment of all just elaimants, spidilestly
inciuding those vendors who provided services or prOpafy the u' 
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Government of Guam during Fiscal Year 19.83. Sueh smottlts frvst this

appropriation as are neeessarY to satisfy settlement6' o1': i

arising from claims or suits shall be deposited in the Claine .' 8nd ;

payments pursuant to these settlements or judgrnents shall, uryr the.

approval of the Governor, be from that fund.t 'i"' l
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